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PROGRAM NOTE

The Prisoner tells the story of Adnan Latif, one of the first men imprisoned at the US Guantdnamo Bay Detention Camp
in 2002. Its text is drawn from Latif’s own letters, sent to his lawyer while in captivity, and from other literary sources,
including poems of Rilke, Al-Ma‘arri, Rimi and the Book of Psalms. Latif was unjustly imprisoned. Never charged
with a crime, he was held at Guantanamo for more than ten years and endured daily torture and near constant abuse.
Although cleared for release by several courts and military tribunals, he remained in custody until his death under
mysterious circumstances in 2012. Latif’s affecting letters were collected by human rights lawyer David Remes, and his
poetry is contained in the 2007 anthology “Poems from Guantanamo.” The Prisoner alternates the words of Latif, set to
music in a dramatic narrative style, with songs reflecting on his tragic plight.

The Prisoner (2017) this version for ensemble transcribed 2023
Karim Al-Zand (b. 1970)

texts by

Adnan Latif (1974—2012)

Abul Ala Al-Ma‘arri (973—1057)

Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Rami (1207—1273)
Rainer Maria Rilke (1875—1926)

1. From this darkness

2.lam weary

3. This prison is a piece of hell

4. I wish my death would happen in a desert
5. Iwill be sent to a world

6. It's so long since | spent the night with you
7.This is my testimony

8. Before us stands great death

9.The cry of death

10. You left ground and sky weeping

11. Do whatever you wish

In late 2001 Adnan Latif travelled to Pakistan from his home in Yemen seeking affordable medical treatment. The 26-year-old had
been experiencing neurological problems brought on by head injuries suffered in a car accident. In December Latif was caught up
in a dragnet of young Arab men along the Pakistan/Afghanistan border, undertaken by bounty hunters in the aftermath of 9/11.
In exchange for a reward, he was handed over to US authorities in 2002 and transferred to the newly
opened Guantdnamo Bay Detention Camp. While there, Latif was subjected to repeated and prolonged
torture, beatings, psychological abuse and extreme deprivation. With other prisoners he participated in
an extended hunger strike, during which inmates were painfully force-fed, and he attempted suicide on
numerous occasions. Latif was held for almost 11 years without charge. According to documents, military
tribunals had concluded multiple times that he posed no threat, and that there was no evidence to justify
his continuing incarceration. He was cleared for release by officials as early as 2004 and again in 2007. A
further court ruling in 2010 ordered the administration to “take all necessary and appropriate diplomatic
steps to facilitate Latif’s release” On each occasion his release was denied, first by the Bush administration
and later, by the Obama administration. In September of 2012 Latif was found dead in his cell, the ninth :
prisoner to die at Guantanamo. An autopsy was performed but its results are classified. A year later his body was returned to Yemen, to
his wife and now 14-year old son. Forty-one prisoners remain at Guantanamo today. President Trump has pledged to add to its prison
population, Attorney General Jeff Sessions calling it “a very fine place”




The Prisoner
TEXT

LETTER &= From this darkness (Adnan Latif)

Do whatever you wish to do, the issue is over. From this darkness I can draw a true picture of the condition
in which I exist. I am moving towards a dark cave and a dark life, in the shadow of a dark prison. This is a
prison that does not know humanity and knows but the language of power, oppression and humiliation for
whoever enters it. Hardship is the only language used here. It is evil without mercy. It is my life but who is
going to leave me alone? Who is going to rescue me? Send me the one I love and save me!

SONG <> | am weary (from Psalm 69, 1-4; 14-15)

I am weary with my crying out; my throat is parched.

My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God.

Those who hate me without reason outnumber the hairs of my head;
mighty are those who would

destroy me, those who attack me with lies.

Deliver me from sinking in the mire;

let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters.

Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up,

or the pit close its mouth over me.

For the waters have come up to my neck.

LETTER &= This prison is a piece of hell (Adnan Latif)

This prison is a piece of hell that kills everything, the spirit, the body. The first and last stop. The injustice and
the torture that humiliates, wastes one’s dignity. Anybody who is able to die will be able to achieve happiness
for himself. He has no other hope except that. To leave this life which is no longer really a life, but death itself
and renewable torment. Laying the body in the grave is better than laying it in the fire I am enduring. Do
whatever you wish to do, the issue is over.

SONG ~> | wish my death would happen in a desert (from /wo Epigrams on Death, Abul Ala Al-Ma” arri)

I wish my death would happen in a desert land
Where shimmering mirages mark no roads.
There I would die, all on my own, alone,

Be buried in unsullied virgin soil.

If after death the body kept its shape,

We might hope it would be revived again.

Just as a jug, emptied of wine, could be

Refilled, as long as it remained unbroken.

But, alas, all its parts have come undone and turned
To particles of dust swept by the winds.

LETTER &= | will be sent to a world (Adnan Latif)

I will be sent to a world that is much better than this world. There, real life will live again, filled with complete
happiness and absent all harassment. There, the air will clear, things will calm and I will relax and not see
the world of evil people.



SONG ~> It's been so long since | spent the night with you (from Longing, Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Rumi)
It’s so long since I spent the night with you.

My friends! You know how we were torn apart.

Love of my soul, where will we meet again?

Noon Sun! I need your brightness in my heart.

Hey! Full Moon! Blinding light that stuns all men!

So long deserted, I want none but you.

You were my Morning Breeze, who brought good news.
Seduce me now. Save me with love once more.

On that strange and fateful night

you will hear a familiar voice.

The euphoria of love will sweep over your grave;

it will bring wine and friends, candles and food.

LETTER &= This is my testimony (Adnan Latif)

This is my testimony of death and consolation. A world power failed to safeguard peace and human rights
and save me. I will do whatever I am able, to rid myself of the imminent death imposed on me at this prison.
With all my pains, I say goodbye to you.

SONG <> Before us stands great death (from Death by Rainer Maria Rilke)

Before us stands great Death

Our fate held close within his quiet hands.
When we lift life’s red wine with proud joy
To drink deep of the mystic shining cup
And ecstasy leaps through all our being—
Death bows his head and weeps.

LETTER & The cry of death (Adnan Latif)

The cry of death should be enough for you. Do whatever you wish to do, the issue is over.

SONG ~ You left ground and sky weeping (from The Death of Saladin, Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Rumi)

You left ground and sky weeping,

mind and soul full of grief.

No one can take your place in existence

or in absence. Both mourn:

the angels, and the prophets —and this sadness
I feel has taken from me the taste of language,
so that I can’t say the flavor

of my being apart. The roof

of the kingdom within has collapsed!

LETTER &= Do whatever you wish (Adnan Latif)

Do whatever you wish to do, the issue is over.



INSTRUMENTATION

Flute
(doubles Piccolo)

Oboe

(doubles English Horn)

Bb Clarinet
(doubles Bb Bass Clarinet & Eb Clarinet)
Bassoon
(doubles Contrabassoon)

Hornin F
Trumpet in C
Trombone

Piano
Harp

Percussion (2 players)

2 Suspended Cymbals (large, small)
Crash Cymbals attached to Bass Drum
Chinese Cymbal
Sizzle Cymbal
Tam-Tam
Bass Drum
Snare Drum
Xylophone
Glockenspiel
Vibraphone
Chimes
Triangle
Tambourine

Violin 1
Violin II
Viola
Cello

Contrabass

DURATION
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originally commissioned by Richard and Diane Klein

Adnan Latif for the Cabrillo Festival of Conremporary Music
(1975-2012)

Abul Ala Al-Ma'arri

e Prisoner

Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Ramit

(1207-1273) for tenor and 15 instruments Karim Al-Zand
Rainer Maria Rilke (b. 1970)
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Slightly slower, accel. a tempo

poco rit. slowly, ad lib.
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ca. 80

This prison is a piece of hell (Adnan Latif) ‘

Quickly; violent, powerful J
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\ LETTER: / will be sent to a world (Adnan Latif) \

ad libitum (ca » =60) Slowly, quasi recitative (s =ca. 42) ad libitum (ca + =60)
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‘ SONG: /t's so long since | spent the night with you (Jalal ad-Din Muhammad R[Jmi)‘

Moderately; sincere, nostalgic »
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| LETTER: The cry of death (Adnan Latif)|
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84 (in 2: 2+3)

‘ SONG: You left ground and sky weeping (Jalal ad-Din Muhammad R[Jmi)‘

Slowly; calm, steadyJ
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The issue is over (Adnan Latif)‘
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