
Cinderella
music for the  silhouette film by Lotte Reiniger

for flute, clarinet, cornet (or trumpet), trombone, 
vibraphone/glockenspiel, and string quartet

Karim Al-Zand
(2014)





INSTRUMENTATION:

Flute
Bß Clarinet

Bß Cornet (alt: C Trumpet)
Trombone

Percussion (Vibraphone, Glockenspiel)
 String Quartet

DURATION: 

12' 52"

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

The print of Cinderella from the British Film Institute (BFI, duration: 12'52") should be used for the performance. (Two 
versions of the film survive: the print which includes blue tinting for the outdoor scenes has superior image quality.) The piece 
begins in darkness with a black screen, the opening titles of the film being cued at the start of the third measure. Tempo indica-
tions and fermati placed in square brackets in the score are taken “as needed” in order to sync with the film. Still images from 
the film and timings are given at the exact sync points in the score. The conductor may wish to use a stopwatch, synced to the 
beginning of the film, to assist with timing.

PROGRAM NOTE:

German filmmaker Lotte Reiniger (–) was a unique visual artist. As early as  she pioneered a distinc-
tive “silhouette” technique: an animation method using backlighting, stop-motion filming, and elaborate hand-cut 
paper figures. Reiniger began making her own films in the early s (Cinderella is one of her earliest) but came to 
prominence in  with the release of Die Abenteuer des Prinzen Achmed [The Adventures of Prince Achmed], the 
first surviving feature-length animated film. (It predates Disney Studio’s first animated feature, Snow White, by some 
 years.) Reiniger and her husband, director Carl Koch, worked on the film unassisted for three years. The success of 
Prince Achmed made Reiniger’s reputation, but she preferred to work on the smaller scale of short films. Of her  films, 
which span some  years, almost all are short subjects. 

Though her early films are silent, they were always performed with musical accompaniment (as were all films from 
this era). In fact, the connection to music is frequently strong in Reiniger’s work. Prince Achmed was created in con-
junction with composer Wolfgang Zeller, who wrote a -minute accompanying score for full orchestra. Some of Rei-
niger’s most famous silent films feature specific indications for musical accompaniment: Carmen () and Papageno 
() are based on music by Bizet and Mozart, and Dr. Dolittle and His Animals used a score especially composed by 
Paul Hindemith, Kurt Weill  and Paul Dessau. (The music, unfortunately, is now lost.) And most tantalizingly, Reiniger 
worked for several years, unsuccessfully in the end, to acquire the rights to make an animated film of Ravel’s “fantasie 
lyrique,” L’enfant et les sortileges [The Child and the Spells]. 

Aschenputtel [Cinderella], Reiniger’s second film, was first screened in Weimar in  and later reprised in London in a ver-
sion with English subtitles. This later version is the only print to survive, and is the basis for the current musical score. Most of 
Reiniger’s films are settings of fairy tales or fables, and the enchanting, dreamlike atmosphere of folk tales well suits her visual 
sensibilities. Cinderella uses the original Brother’s Grimm version of the story. Cinderella travels to the grave of her deceased 
mother and receives the magical intervention of birds, and her evil step-sisters resort to drastic measures to fit into the missing 
slipper. Reiniger’s charming silhouettes wonderfully capture the elegance, the whimsy and the occasional black humor of this 
classic story. The composition of Cinderella was supported by a project grant from New Music USA. The premiere was 
presented by Musiqa in Houston, January 2015.
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(2014)

TRANSPOSED SCORE

music for the  silent silhouette film by Lotte Reiniger

supported by a grant from New Music USA
presented in collaboration with the Houston Cinema Arts Society

for flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone, vibraphone/glockenspiel, and string quartet 
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