City Scenes

three urban dances for orchestra

Karim Al-Zand
(2000






INSTRUMENTATION:

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet in Bb
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon
4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba
Timpani
Percussion (3 players—see list below)
Piano/Celeste
Harp
Strings (minimum 8—8—6—6—4)

Percussion 1: bass drum glockenspiel, xylophone, 2 suspended cymbals (large and medium)
[snare drum, tam-tam shared with percussion 2]

Percussion 2: “Drum Set”: snare, 3 suspended cymbals (thin, medium, ‘ride’), hi-hat; triangle, tam-tam, crash
cymbals, claves, crotales (Ab and A, see m. 279)
[glockenspiel shared with percussion 1]

Percussion 3: 6 graduated toms, splash cymbal, vibraphone
[xylophone, bass drum, 2 suspended cymbals shared with percussion1]

PROGRAM NOTE:

City Scenes comprises three short, interconnected dances, which reflect on the alluring tumult of city life. A
boisterous mood dominates the first dance. The opening measures are all clamor and din: the drums kicking, the
brass screaming. The passage is marked “like a big band,” a jazz allusion which echoes throughout the dance.
Eventually the commotion abates and the sounds of the roaring streets fade. The second dance (which follows
without pause) is reduced in scoring—strings, harp, celeste and light percussion—and possesses a delicate, veiled
atmosphere. At first subdued, the music slowly intensifies; the haze gradually evaporates to reveal a glistening
skyline. The final dance begins softly but returns to the bustling pace and fervent hum of the city. Several times the
music builds in strength as it hurtles toward a final frenetic crash. Some of the music in City Scenes (specifically the
first and third dances) originated in a chamber piece of mine, Tableau and Details, which was written at about the
same time.

(D)a\;\ df&-éML. December 2006

Premiere performance: City Scenes was written for Larry Rachleff, who conducted the work’s premiere with the
Shepherd School Symphony Orchestra on February 16, 2007.

DURATION:

ca. 11'
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* all { measures are 2+2+3 unless otherwise marked
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