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Die Mistel
[ Mistletoe]

Sitting under the mistletoe
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe),
One last candle burning low,
All the sleepy dancers gone,
Just one candle burning on,
Shadows lurking everywhere:

Some one came, and kissed me there.

Tired I was; my head would go
Nodding under the mistletoe
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe),

No footsteps came, no voice, but only,
Just as I sat there, sleepy, lonely,
Stooped in the still and shadowy air

Lips unseen—and kissed me there.

(Walter de la Mare)

Mit der Festzeit Laub [The chamber is decked
Ist das Haus bekranzt With the festal bough,
Die Tanne duftet, The fir sheds its fragrance,
die Stechpalme glinzt, The hollies glow.

Und vom Balkonknauf,
weiflbeerig sie,

Lauscht die Mistel nieder,
die Schelmin, die!

(Ferdinand Freiligrath)

“Misteltoe” by Walter de la Mare (1873-1956) from Peacock Pie (1913). Excerpt from Ferdinand Feiligrath (1810-1876)

,Firs schwarze Land” [For the black country] (Weihnachten 1866).

The mistle-toe beckons
From rafter and beam;
White-berried, it glistens
With roguish gleam.]



written for Dietrich Henschel and ensemble unitedberlin for their Weibnachtsprojekt

Text:

Die Mistel

Music:

Karim Al-Zand (2018)

Walter de la Mare (1913)
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repeat at your own tempo (ca. J)t 80); continue until the rest of the ensemble reaches m. 73

Jaintly, like a music-box in a far-away room
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