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Let Down the Scale of Music from the Sky borrows music from Henry Purcell’s Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis, the composer’s so-called “Evening Service,” written for mixed chorus. The beginning of my
solo organ work presents two short and plaintive phrases, drawn from the Purcell, which together

form a gently descending scale. This gesture is used as a sort of repeating refrain in the piece, a

“ground.” The work’s title is drawn from an encomium by poet John Dryden, written in 1695: An
Ode, On the Death of Mr. Henry Purcell.

The Heav’ly Choir, who heard his Notes from high,
Let down the Scale of Music from the Sky.

The work was commissioned by the American Guild of Organists for the 2023 Ronald G. Pogorzelski
and Lester D. Yankee Annual Competition, and received its premiere on the Pogorzelski/Yankee
organ.
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* Measures 1-41 should become progressively fuller registrationally and gradually gain momentum.

** Wth some exceptions, the piece is executed on (at least) two manuals, usually with contrasting sounds. Only very basic suggestions are given
for registration. Many additional possibilites may be found, especially on larger organs. With some exceptions, the two upper staves generally show

material played each on different manuals.
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