PIANO/VOCAL SCORE

THE LEADER

a chamber opera
for five singers and ensemble

Music: Karim Al-Zand
Libretto: Eugene Ionesco



SYNOPSIS

The Announcer and two Admirers are chasing the Leader. Apparently, the Leader is nearby but the trio
always seems to arrive a moment too late. Though he eludes them, they yearn to be in his presence. They
fervently worship him from afar, following his every action with rapt attention. Meanwhile, two Lovers court
each other and profess their mutual affection. Finally, the Leader approaches, the anticipation builds and the
Lovers are swept up in the frenzy. The Leader is coming: his imminent arrival is hailed with increasing zeal.

PROGRAM NOTE

On its surface, Eugene Ionesco’s The Leader is a comedy. Its situations are farcical, its action is madcap,
and its cast is full of outrageous caricatures worthy of opera buffa. The Announcer and Admirers, in their
fawning adulation, repeat the same words over and over again: platitudes and banalities echoed by mindless
followers. Their veneration is preposterous, yet their unquestioning fervor seems all too familiar... As is
common in the so-called “theater of the absurd,” The Leader achieves its effect not through plot machination
or character development, but through exaggerated parody, a kind of irony that forces us to reckon with our
own sense of the world and its predicaments. It was published in 1953, six years before the playwright’s best
known work, Rhinoceros, but shares with the later work its satirical tone, allegorical character and underlying
political critique. Together the plays are often read as a commentary on the rise of fascism in the lead-up to
World War II, and a mockery of its dangerously charismatic leaders. But the cautionary message of Ionesco’s
play is as relevant today as ever. The Leader lays bare the cult of personality which accompanies despotism.
It inveighs against mob mentality and mass conformity. The cloud of uncertainty with which the play ends
shows us the result of such tendencies, and serves as a rallying cry for reason and individual thinking.

SETTING

Modern day. The backdrop is a city scene, but somewhat abstracted: a street “corner” with two walls angled
inwards and a gap upstage center. There are several large objects on stage (suitable for characters to hide
behind), which might represent a car, telephone pole, trash bin, etc. The two walls are papered with posters,
advertisements, playbills, etc. The opera takes place within this single stage setting, and is performed without
discrete scene breaks.



CAST

Announcer (lyric baritone)
An on-camera, reporter-in-the-field type

Male Admirer (baritone)
Female Admirer (mezzo-soprano)
Followers of the Leader

Male Lover (tenor)
Female Lover (soprano)
Young Lovers

The Leader (non-speaking)

INSTRUMENTATION

Flute (doubles Piccolo)
Bb Clarinet (doubles A, Eb Clarinet)
Bb Cornet
Trombone
Percussion (1 player)
vibraphone, xylophone, glockenspiel, snare drum, hi-hat cymbals
pedal bass drum, triangle, suspended cymbal, sizzle cymbal
Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Cello
Contrabass

DURATION

approx. 35 minutes






PIANO/VOCAL SCORE

for Opera in the Heights and Musiqa
commissioned with funds from the Houston Arts Alliance

THE LEADER

a comic chamber opera in one act : .
¢ ¢ erope cac Music: Karim Al-Zand

for five singers and ensemble Libretto: Eugéne Tonesco

SCENE: two angled walls with a gap upstage center: a street corner in a city, but somewhat abstracted. There
are several large objects lying about (suitable for hiding behind), which might represent a car, telephone pole,
trash bin, etc. The walls are decorated with posters, advertisements, playbills, etc.
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[they all scurry around trying to hide]
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@ [the two Admirers hide again] [the two Admirers hide again]
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[the Announcer and the two Admirers run onstage expectantly]
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[the Admirers bow and bend in various directions]

cresc.
"9 o - be £ T —
Wpss==== = =z== E===%
\ v
He’s bend he’s bend - ing he’s bend -  ing ) he’s bend - ing _He’s
PR o B Sl el e BN Jﬂi@f
A bo—_o ® o % o @ v
/ 1%1 :j J e 2] 4 2]
Pno. - F* — e — f\_/‘
© - | | | | — |
X > b b s o
o o ﬁo
—3— 3 —3 2 [the Admirers slowly “unbend’]
Ann. [ = - |
i i | i | ]
i !
bend - ing, bend-ing,  bend - ing. un - bend - ing!
| . |
‘M [ N I I [
| | / | | M| W
ho—* i g
Pno. >‘ >‘ = P e # h #
e z —- -
| \ PRl AS
#i. he @
= = $
)

M. Adm.

Ann.

Pno.

E Adm.

M. Adm.

Ann.

Pno.

lead-er’s com-ing, lead-er’s com-ing, lead-er’s com-ing, lead-er’s

fﬁ###ffb‘.

P

|
/ " }

lead-er’s com-ing, lead-er’s com-ing, lead-er’s com-ing, lead-er’s

o
= ¥ o — ' ¥ 1
€ = — 1 ¢ 1
\
- He’s ing.
- 2 & s be b
: ‘4o T
! T £
f . mp g —
- 7 2 e
g < > j >
‘ L ¢ — ¢
% - \
\ —_— 73 s i —— S——
S E— ————— s i e E—— JJ
J ® ® o © o o o o
jump-ing, he’s jump-ing, he’s jump-ing. He’s jump-ing, he’s
| i — — — — 9 - e
 — e ——
¢ 1 — !
jump-ing, he’s jump-ing, he’s jump-ing. He’s jump-ing, he’s
= By o o — |
T S i R 1
b —
J T He’s crossed the er.
J Py ) , | i
- - o d Iy ] I I 1 [ >
- AR SR #po@‘_"i T
25 €) - L: o @
= s - — ¥
— ¢




€)
Eadm, [ — | | |
¢ ¢ o o o . o o ! ! ! !
jump-ing, he’s jump-ing, he’s jump-ing.
R S - I - I - \
M Adm, [ e e — | | |
jump-ing, he’s jump-ing, he’s jump-ing. T
-Ju i —— E)- PP r3 7 \P- r o [ b\. i
A, [ SE== = —r = e
=~ | 4
J /_\l # ey shak - ing  his  hand, They’re
£ @ de by « NN =S NS~
HS e T T \
— P bo— o ® o2 o® v
[ =~ [ 2
Pno. v ~ b 1 f\_/ ‘
N p | ———~| —~|
o = 2 - —1 | ] —
Jo = LY e e (7] e
4 |
o ﬁo
cresc. — 3 [ S
F - N yi\_?‘\ rj\_?‘\ /_\3 f 3
Ol [
Ann. ﬁ : — L i 1  — — i o e i s i ‘ e —— ¢ i
D \ \ \
shak - ing  his hand, They’re  shak - ing, shak-ing, shak - ing.  He sticks out his thumb.
. . -\ . . . -\
- - | |
The 7 ' 'p,ﬁ F = P S— ? <
{ 1A 1 1 PN PN / i [ [
) r\_/i cresc \_/‘ h—e— Fe - #0
D . . . .
Pro. B = 5 il S 3 p
A Ol | L] || e 1
) Ol X7 0[] a e U# P 2 - U# 2 - P 2 - - ¢ |
— - Y P — = < —
© o o o
- : be be -
2 : A e ———— Y o
EAdm. |-G e I — 2 — S B e o S i ety . S o
They’re shak-ing his hand, he sticks out his thumb. Can you hear? Can
P ————
o) - I fF £ L ety I o ”‘f‘ﬁ' = r ——
M. Adm. J5)° R %@jﬁ
They’re shak-ing his hand, he sticks out his thumb. Can you hear? Can
o): - I ”!f I ‘ﬁf ® |
o | 9 — p—r— ==
> . . Can you hear?
0 — Pi B b8 b8 be 4. te le 4
b i e e be e e —— == . |
%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ : )8 72 i =
Pno. # ’ e # ’ h Y cresc. f mp 7#‘ . ﬂp 1!
> - e . TEt—1 ¢
[ I”J Al r J I S
. [ 2
() N & - I 3
F Adm. —= Iy ¢ 5 - J
! !  E—— -
hear? Can you hear? Can you hear? Can you hear? Can you
4o o o o o s g _ | . e o e
M. Adm, [P =5} £ | - o = =—h
hear? Can you hear? Can you hear? 2 Can you hear? Can you
€ I ] €
Ann. ﬂ i L & & 1- i } i & i >
K ; /\ Th‘ey’re laugh - ing.
o 2 J ug oyl [ = ‘ s> 5
p — - a%ﬁg 3 tglady te g ‘ ze® 2 3
[ (an / hol ! L4 I © I
A\SV, 1 . . : DY.d
Pno. 2| © L T T e HH’E%? F E —
0 : p - he @ f* «
D — d > 1 ? Yo
G B e =+ @
.J qﬂ vv . _ L2




E Adm.

M. Adm.

Ann.

Pno.

(&

F Adm.

M. Adm.

Ann.

F Adm.

M. Adm.

Ann.

Pno.

hear? Can you hear? Can you hear? Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! Ha, ha, ha, ha ha,
N N S S S P VU T ¥ U e b s o
i = i _ e 1 q‘iﬁ&m‘iﬁ&m‘i
[ b [ [ [ === [ [ [ =] [ [ [ Q
— _ — ~
hear? Can you hear? Can you hear? fHa ha, ha, ha, ha! Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha,
g - ‘ ~— . . BN
ﬂ L [ o —
" R d—— : c— 9
~ 9 . — — . — O
Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! Ha ha, ha, ha, ha! Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha,
QJ - T J = = =
03 x o3 % - S
A O ¢ L € D nﬁ ' 72 72 ' < ¥ 72 ' [} =4
&7 La) © /T [ / PN PN [ / PN PN [ / PN PN o
A\S ") [ g Y Y I Y Al ly Al =N
.) 4 L L Ll O
* cresc.
)7 [ [ [ [~ < 4
A ! ; e v 2k g b1 e v 8 2
A\8Y, € ok fe € ie € € fg—¢ —¢ 1@
) f e ' e S
= = =
[becoming increasingly giddy]
0 . . o . s .
7 J ~ [ o @ e o [ P P < 4 o O [ o @ [ P P [
y .« | I 77 g F g F " 4y | = g = g & N v F® 4y | = g = 4 |
[ £an) I / YA | VA | /1 | 7 I T | | YA | /] | /7 /]
\;JV > I I [ \'4 \'4 [ 5 I I [ \'4 \'4 [
ha! Ha, ha! Ha, ha! He! He! Ha, ha! Ha, ha! He! He!
[becoming increasingly giddy]
g N e e be s ogbe o gle s bee obp o
e e T = 7 = vy .y 5 I S PR
ha! Ha, ha! Ha, ha! He! He! Ha, ha! Ha, ha! He! He!
° Ps ) Py
33 . 0= = 2 = 33— =1 =12 = |
ra) [ / /] [ g e [ g g
" [ [ [ D_ [ [ [
O
ha!

D
I
L)
~Ne
~Ne
&
SECREY
~e
I
LD
)
~Ne
I
NTR® )
~Ne
I
(‘T‘
~Ne
e
I
L)
~Ne
I
e
)
~e
NS
“T;:_)
~Ne
I
NTaTe-’

) [ ) 6
N - - D, - 3 - - D, - =
L Sy n—— ] )
!9 8 g’ Vi 7 o
5
=
begin together, then break into spasmodic, uproarious laughter, hooting, knee-slapping, etc., ad libitum...
0 P ——— I I \
y . ® oty ! ! |
@ : Ve g ! ! |
A\SY, gor \ \ \
D) . . ?
Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! Ha, Ha! Ho, Ho! He, He! etc. .
. b . IL) . nl . ‘ I |
©): 7 | ! ! |
- : e — = 1 1
[ | \ |
ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! Ha, Ha! Ho, Ho! He, He! etc. >

[the Admirers are carrying on too much; the Announcer is not amused]
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Spoken: He spits a tremendous distance... [they all follow the expectorate’s trajectory through the air|
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‘ TRIO: Long live the leader ‘
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Quickly; rhythmic but frenetic 4= 152
[the two Admirers barge in, but are embarrassed to be interrupting the Lovers. The Lovers, in turn, are embarrassed to be caught
in an intimate moment. They all run around frantically apologizing to each other, themselves, the orchestra, the audience...]
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[she leaves, leading the
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Fairly quickly; ad lib (s

Very quickly; urgently, insistent o =152

Breaking News!
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2+2+3 [the Announcer moves his hand to his earpiece again as though receiving “breaking news”]
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ANNOUNCER:

»

[delivered “on camera” with microphone, stop-
and-start, as if getting updates through earpiece]

A Tempo; busily
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becoming increasingly anxious

cresc.

A Tempo; as before
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[the two Admirers clap silently]
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Slow motion +=48 ~ Suddenly quickly; ad lib (+=66)

[all three, stunned, mouths agape, begin to
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Steady; aggressive (a tempo)

QuiCkly; march tempo J: ca.92 [the two Admirers gesture in rhythm,
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[the two Lovers reappear, resuming
their silly game, their parts reversed]

[Female Lover runs off stage, Male Lover chases her]
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[Suddenly the Female Lover and Male Admirer, and the
Male Lover and Female Admirer find themselves in each
other’s arms (the wrong arms), embracing passionately.
The Female Lover and Male Admirer are to the right
accel — — — — — — — — — — =168 of the Announcer (stage left) and the Male Lover and J: J=84

Female Admirer are to his left (stage right)]
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J_ J— g4 Suddenly lyrical, heartfelt J_J (4=168)

) [the (wrong) couples declare their love]
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This illusion may be accomplished by any number of means, perhaps
most simply by using an overcoat with its collar turned up around the
forehead, topped with a hat.” [Ionesco]



Fairly quickly 0=66

[the Leader pauses briefly,
then leaves with great
energetic strides; the others
do not move for a time;

[the Leader enters slowly, advances downstage center to footlights] l they ar/e_itup efied]
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Slow motion «=48 ad lib. Fairly quickly; ad lib (J =66)
[dumbstruck, one at a time, they turn towards the audience,
revealing various expressions of ecstasy/rapture/exultation]
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[they all look at  [but then nod [suddenly they are all confused, disoriented, forgetting
the Announcer,  to each other themselyes, turning to each other in a dazed stupor]
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FEMALE LOVER: [they all ask each other]
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[they slowly turn to the audience, addressing them]

=

3

[y () N M () ™ (el
I ’S T 1711 ’S 11 )S T 111 ’S T 17 )S ﬁ
-— -— -— -— +—
= 1 = < < =]
|| & 8 = & el Z Y (YHER
SEmz [ 2R Z &[] 2 =
~d d ~d g Q]
=
(
L ~d < ~d N (YA
(
|| (VI || o el | ]
e
\ \ Sy
sy
s T Ms VM s [T s
g g g g g
19 = QO = L £ QL = QL] =
s ) & « E I i
- - St =
5] | 5] 5 5 3
> > = L [ 10N
3 IR | 1 I S,
I o
] 'Y o o
1 1
LS [yl D ™ > ™ (el
- ’S — - )S —H——H )S = ’S ettt ,S
= = ﬁ. = = h =
= = = < = (
] = L Z el = el = el = (YRl
Ery mW ~% % pw o
® ® A
< L ~d ~d g Q|
ExS
(
< L N\ N\ v (YA
(
|1 iR ol o (YREE ol m, o]l
&k. R R R ,ML.
g g g g g
L = = o] = HW\\ I=a YREE = " "
z Z M s
|| 13 Q||| 2 Ll L]
e Mt & A% aA%T|| EAM|| &
v ™ M M ™ ™ s
] )S [ [ )S (1T )S (1T )S [T )S
= -H = = = =
|| = = = | g ﬁW\l <
o8 = m . = W < = W ~d = m. ¢ = 1 1
1 1 1 1
o o o
. < ) . )
AL E TR 5 Q| £
= = ~- = | ]
5 5 m 5 g
e 2 T
| 2 2 i |
€ <L O 0\ N NG 4N
K . S~
— ! b5y = .
£ 2 3 £ g
=2 < s A =9
= == = =

[snare]
» NS Je

]
N
WV
=
=
£ o umov . ool
S S i D)D)
WV
S HHH L HH L WA =Y
o /ruwﬁ NO® ﬁ
- TR,
& . [
N N
, m 1 1 1 1 i Aunﬂ R
| 3
= L._VJ )
3 Ul ~<lololle
— —_
= HH HH HH HH o HH . \
| S Aal AT
M |||
-~ .
S| 1 [ [ 1 AT
I
- = |||
£ ’
NN 7 o 7 oL 7 Q] 7 oL 7 [ YA YHRRI-THY )
! o 5 Y g 5
, g g g g g
ALs 70 = R = Q| "'l =
| == |
bl = — - =
| o2 e 2 N 2 ol 2 N ZE
[ p\na- = L2 =N .\/p —~ ¥ -
HH TR R R
, (
@l
, ..Mnﬁ
| [ [ [ [ [ q
+— = = =
s (
o ~d ~d ~¢ ~d ~d [ 1AN
=
) L1
g i L) ol ol (Y2 ol oumﬁ
\ / [
e mr e e e
£ H =) _A g g =)
LE el E) (el | all]| &) elll] E
B NN I
St = B — —
oLl 2 o 2 ol 2 Qlll]| 2 olll| 3
NN m4 INXC W/ NN W/ W/ m«
Y™ O™ 'y ™ O™ 'y o™ 'y ™
o 2 X B B, e B
— ] 5 = =
3 = 54 S = S
> - ae}
E 2 2 = = S
= = = =
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