M'SI[@NS

FROM

AN@TH ER W@RILD

after illustrations by J. J. Grandville

Jor large chamber ensemble

Karim Al-Zand

(2008)






PROGRAM NOTE:
Visions _from Another World is inspired by three fanciful illustrations by J. J. Grandville (1803-1847), one of

the most popular and innovative French illustrators of the 19th century. Grandville’s engravings and
lithographs for editions of Gulliwer’s Travels, Don Quixote, Robinson Crusoe and the fables of Fontaine and
Aesop were highly regarded and much collected during his time. He is also well known for his animal
caricatures, often published in periodicals, in which anthropomorphized creatures enact satires on
contemporary politics and social mores. Un Autre Monde [Another World], published in 1844 with wood
engravings by Grandpville, is somewhat unusual in the history of illustration: the drawings were completed
first and a text added only later, to string the images together. It is an eclectic work, reflected in
Grandville’s own subtitle: “transformations, visions, incarnations, ascensions, locomotions, explorations,
peregrinations, excursions, metamorphoses, cosmologies, phantasmagories...” The imagery from this
later, more idiosyncratic period of his work stems from Grandville’s own vivid and bizarre flights of
imagination. The illustrations of Un Autre Monde reveal why Grandpville has often been cited as a precursor
to the surrealist movement of the early 20th century. As Robert Simon puts it, “the book charts an
excursion to a parallel universe populated by mutant animals, vegetal/human hybrids, and inanimate
objects come to life. The dreamscape they inhabit is equally fantastic.”

Ronde Fantastique

A lovelorn owl has consulted an old carp, well known as a prognosticator, about his fortune. The carp
summons a troupe of aquatic animals, who “rise one by one to form a circle; above this, other rings
appear, formed of innumerable insects rising into the sky. The water lilies, braving the darkness, lift their
bold stems to the water’s surface; and flowers—which had closed, not to reopen until the morning—are
pulled out of their deep sleep. With the carp at the center, the rings begin to spin, the animals dancing a
fantastic round.”

Funeral Cortége of the Silkworm

Taken from the book La Vie privée et publique des animaux, this drawing illustrates a detailed account of an
insect funeral rite. The insects mourn the passing of their comrade the silkworm, released from a life of
servitude (as a slave of the silk trade), and accompany the corpse to the grave. ““T'he Death’s Head Moth
giving the signal to depart, the tiny procession begins to march. Shepherd Spiders clear the path before
the Silkworm’s body, which is carried on a Mulberry leaf by four Cardinal Beetles. Following the funeral
bier is a long train of Fleas and Ticks, Ants, and Caterpillars, which accompanies the procession on its
way to the purple heather in the distance.”

The Spinning Ballerina

This illustration from Un Autre Monde probably best captures the whimsical lunacy of Grandville’s
drawings. Entitled “Apocalypse du Ballet,” the work also features several of the artist’s characteristic
“metamorphoses”: here a ballerina emerges from a dancing foot, is transformed into a spindle and thread,
eventually to take the form of a sprinting dog. Other metamorphoses can be seen in the foreground, as
can the dancer’s love-struck admirer (the heart figure at left) and a newspaper critic (the feather plume
holding a thurible). The remarkable image objectifies a sort of frantic, madcap motion.
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INSTRUMENTATION:

Flute
(doubles Piccolo)
Oboe
Bb Clarinet
(doubles Eb and A Clarinet)

Bassoon

Horn
Trumpet in C
Trombone

Percussion (2 players; see assignments below)

Vibraphone, Xylophone, Glockenspiel
Snare Drum, Small Bass Drum, Tambourine
Suspended Cymbal, Crash Gymbals
Triangle, 1 Chime (db'), Whistle Siren, Sand Blocks

Harp
Piano

2 Violins
Viola
Cello

Contrabass

DURATION:

ca. 15 minutes

NOTE:

The individual illustrations (included in the score) are in the public domain and may be reproduced in a
program booklet or projected in a performance.



“Come forth, come forth! Lovers of dark nights and limpid waters, innumerable
tribes of fleet fins and hungry mouths, who crave peaceful and deserted shores, waters
without fisherman and nets. Come here, red-blooded animals, golden carp, silver trout,
greedy pike. Come slippery eels, brown crayfish—and you, the queen of the Ovipares,
the croaking frog.” The aquatic animals rise one by one to form a circle; above this,
other rings appear, formed of innumerable insects rising into the sky. The water lilies,
braving the darkness, lift their bold stems to the water’s surface; and flowers—which
had closed, not to reopen until the morning—are pulled out of their deep sleep. With
the carp at the center, the rings begin to spin, the animals dancing a fantastic round.
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The Death’s Head Moth giving the signal to depart, the tiny procession begins to march.
Shepherd Spiders clear the path before the Silkworm’s body, which is carried on a Mulberry leaf
by four Cardinal Beetles. Following the funeral bier is a long train of Fleas and Ticks, Ants, and
Caterpillars, which accompanies the procession on its way to the purple heather in the distance.



11. funeral cortege of the silkworm

fanfare-like, ca. J=48 (J =96)

>

Ad Libitum

‘ unconducted: follow oboe ‘

(ca. 5")
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a slow, processional march J

)
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9| The march proceeds by half-note beats (the i measure acting as an extended beat), the processional half-note pulse

emphasized, while the florid lines sounding as an internal buzz of activity within the slow tempo.

The D in the piano is prepared by material between the strings (rubber bands or eraser) to produce a combination of

pitch and percussive effect. The ostinato is played at a quiet dynamic throughout.
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111. the spinning ballerina

[y SN
pEE v 44
] ] k h p ]
)
o e 1 ¢
o) ) o) ﬁ
S o of QL
m ] ] i m X ]
Q . Q
)
,M W& L o} ,M 1
SR R s i MO SR e i S o o e S e S e
A. ] ] ] ] A. ]
(o7 (o7 T o Ui m.l (o7 (o7 ° (o7 ° (o7 (o7 (o7 o
TN A A [T el =l YA AoN e A At YR Y 1 Aol e
[N G \ g = [ ] v I[N [N N Y ‘ I
Jld Jld K o || A Fl S| e A Rall B 21 & B el o o o Sl el 9| || A
iy L o 0 iy @ {4\ m N
< E B I i
o o 1 o cal o~ Cal o oA N o N < | P < | P i >f
A A ol Ao i X T i o o a ﬁ N A _ﬁ}cf g 1 i
)
Va o [} 1§ SN[ o N NP i NP h\d 14 < L INEAN >ﬁ\uvf ol Va N N -\\\u lvwwwu_ o
\ / /
| /ﬁvnxu Q0 \ [Mezlle o) [Merleo) W Lo WK ahOnxu/ Ne=lo] [Meleo) [Memleo) Q0 Merle | 0 a.nonx,u ﬁ.ﬂnxu \ Merle W0
o 3 o i sy o “~
I N m WY EE R A
+ b Elr 4 +
A % LY 25 & o [\l
Ve 5 e Q S-S W Ve
= i s ) 5L 8 = —
g £ b3 %55 T I
—% 8 3 | =) 8 —
IS 5 & ] = ] 5 ]
on 9 g4 3 an
=) bs =5 =)
o LY & -~ o
= K e =
< [Y RO| <
B, o ol J ) ) ‘B, \
7 gl & W i 1Y il w =gl ||B e q
of NP o
&} = o]
ki ARt ki
< ' 2 h b = =18 |
g E & g
- )
o] 2 N[0 M Iy} [ =0 q
. g .
> >
= z ) =
i : = i
W ] a ] W ]
<
(D) o D)
=] )
> SNE s > |
W SRR SN S Sats IS T S S S N W S B ST
DG DG (S8 o NG N oy NG NG I~ DG o DG DG arep| o e\l
NP NP NP A NOP PEe o) . NP &) NP N N LA ot o ’
—— —
o 2 22 g g 3 o — N o S = = e = 2
38 £ IS & 2 g g g ] E £ = < 3 g
A o % m jus] m m g 2 T & 2 £ s 3 m
2 cg A & g g g > S g
C 8% o & 5 5 S
o ¥

_ 50



& B3
o 1 1 1 1 1 1 o
g 3
8 ]
- SR all |5 "
QPN QPN QPN QPN QPN PN PN QPN [an/asal QPN QPN N QPN QPN QPN QPN
A | | | | | | A |
9 Unl 9 9 9 Unl ° tnl ° 9 Ll Ll
il A 4 Y T A At YRR e YL iy »
_ ﬁ (5 \ \g ) ) [N & @ « 58 \\~ nnwg R
R R R 9| A A AeL Aol sH o H Shelld Snellll 1)
LN —_ ey RN « Y
ey y v
Onl Onl Onl Onl Onl [TOA N Oyl < |1 N Oyl N | T if
3 o S HH s
A A .vlﬁ Ca A ummiﬁ . i i o o 2 5’ 4 N2 ﬂ A G h NS R .\\~f
e LYK [) ~d ~d ~d >f’ruv o~ N Nk L) ol
—a == \ / /]
Imun
e pemeg pemer pemerg pemler pele o} pele o} pesle o} pele o} pemle o} denile ) W nxv N*Bv G0 pesle o}
I 3 Rs: o
i i
| A
?ﬂ\
4]
1 1 W 1 1
-4 QL R [ Al
W g
| | W | |
Mm
-4 YR QL A [yl L
N \ J -
fUNES NS q NS P AP AP NS o oS MONF QDN D fiNES PPN PN
Q
Wo
$
(Y 1 QL m.
Q
| | Y | |
b
A
. g
=
[) Lo
o A ,
axy Jill A e
X - v (
N AN NP N @ A BN NP R =
() AN L
. . ] . . . . . —_ — . .
&= 3 ﬂ g LS ..nLy g 1 2 [N =] . = < 3
S 4 = £ £ g g i 5 £ g & -
=" A W



crescendo poco a poco
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Quite quickly by this point. Leave room for the further accelerando beginning in m.l‘(/;‘{)‘. The effect, at the end, should

be a maniacal, almost out-of-control frenzy. 9 5
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