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PROGRAM NOTE:

The Art of Conversation was commissioned by the Laguna Beach Music Festival and written for the Enso
String Quartet as a work both for the ensemble’s regular concerts and for their many “outreach” programs,
designed to introduce audiences to aspects of chamber music-making. From its earliest origins, the string
quartet has been regarded as the perfect medium for dynamic and refined musical interaction, often likened
to a lively “conversation” among companions. Using this analogy, a full presentation of The Art Of
Conversation features short spoken dialogues, performed by the quartet, which alternate with the seven
movements of the piece. Each conversation parallels the type of musical “discourse” featured in the
subsequent movement. The spoken material is omitted in a concert version of the piece, but listeners will
quickly identify the sort of group dynamic being played out in each movement: the first has the instruments
cooperating, the second is a monologue for the first violin, the third features two distinct duos, and so on. In
terms of musical material, the piece is cast as a loose set of variations.

(D)w\g az—éML. August 2007

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

In the full version of this piece, short dialogues are performed by the quartet between each movement. In a
traditional concert performance, the dialogues are omitted, in which case the program note above may be
used. The dialogues are available separately and can also be included in the individual parts.

DURATION:

Discursus 1 Colloquy
Discursus 2 Monologue
Discursus 3 Dialogues
Discursus 4 Non Sequitur
Discursus 5 Recitative
Discursus 6 Cross Talk
Discursus 7 Fugue

Total: ca. 12' (music only)
ca. 18’ (music and dialogue)
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[dialogue]

Duscursus III: DIALOGUES
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Discursus IV: NON SEQUITUR

[dialogue]

=88

Moderately; determined, march-like )

omm. m
o A LN RS
.=Hﬂ. ol -4
a1 1N g K1
-4 -4
ol - & -4 &
L]
>=Hﬂuw,V/ (VI o
N \ NS \ Al
I8 / /
AT NN {YHEAN CHA
L
L]
>=quxvv
NS || § L’
DGO \ | lig~lle20) > \ UPGO >
T
i i i R
A [ 1\ ﬁ.r\i ol
1 A A
A .pVW ol & || §
>
S P P \ o | s \ D
< g / T8 /
& R IENERLT TN
~ .‘Lv = ‘r
A2 &
-l -4
Al s ey oV
N fNIS Nl
-] R H
A N g iy 13
a g
Cal m " #\ L)
Q I
I N b TA®A N (A
3 sl
3 3 1)
o = n W\ \M-W
A Y m LIS [T
S
D = P
N R £ o

o >A q \m/ >A o
N il B
\J- [ AN

i

\“w (RN oll|| & e

g \ N 1> x o

i 0

. ’ . ‘r
TN ol
TN
(EN a8 Al
Dl \ oRT | \ @
Il

oM W\ N Y,Qw\

I . Xy

s -4 & uw

N

\“W; ClN (B

iy [dL (]

1)

1 T TN /#\ /.\

i

\J- [ AN

i

\“.u g NEN m.. Q|

Uiy (W] (M

)

Ol W\ f y.\
N\ AL alll
N
N Q|| & &

S dovl ! *
e arie o

(sim.)

f> mp

= mp

S =——mp

=mp

. >

big accents

>

bl | 1leblod \plde
A} [1] V
A MJ N M B L
L e A AN
5]
A LN
5
QL W \H. A nuvuv
Aeui. > O DT
[l
iy, BN A (oL
-9 f A
-9 o
- ol |
- ‘Al
-
K ‘Al
il .M\
Y QL
.LW [ Qll
P Bl'Y
P Bl Y ad
.4 -elll
I By Rl
il Al A [ AN
A NS N S
ClL i AN > [ AN
5]
A [ AN
= |
. W
all|| & S o
A 1P | b | = ngo
N il
N >o-\\ N Ol
A ITYTIEN
Jel] S W
| b3 il
* 1N ol |l N
N - A A
>=H- N o/l (il
DNT ?6.4 x QBT
y,.v\u yﬁwuv
. Y XN
A N\
A N alll Amw}
@ <k e B




QR N bt
>Ao.f W\\\ s
Q] QU ﬁr
-4 3 1N A r AN
_

' Al

i N il

| o

o/ ol A hw. N
“HNT

QN n./~ as QN

1y

AN { 1IN A r AN

i
Y
A ' AN
i
1
9{\‘ - A Hwy MV
AT
A ) 190 i)
i el *

il A e

ol o =ﬁ1;

-9/ L]

.-F\ . .-\ o

(]| § w -[ITee

(HEE oS LAY

i

A 8 S | (1L

Wl 8 ol § pIRAR

Anéi. > T > DS

Al T

G A

ol i .

(o] Lk A (AN

T el

Al = s sl

ol L A (AN

N Nt it

olN N 1A

i
1N
A
JITRES il ) AN
) A oo | a0
B NP o \

14

ol

D)

S

Slowly; J

(interrupting)

48-52

cantabile, with rubato

£

£ £ ouebe

v o
ﬂ."'l\

l

(7]
I

hyper-sentimental,

molto espres.,
nud, o
" A VK. E 4
b 3V 4

(S

p (echo)

3

[E——
—_— Y — mp

mf

9

LN

e

2 VI WO
&

~

Tempo I (interrupting)

as before

i 0 g6 ]
>AF\ >F\ N
il LS
\N AN
<
QL fmy N MJ L mf
A & = o § ? = >
Ao Y.‘} N
N Jol]
o el
. = INNE
.4 ,..m el
bov P L TEE | Y
A » N o
L NIL)
e mﬂ 1)
‘e A L) (A
L) IRIAAL
L 177
LI S —, ﬂ pum— 1 18 YA N 8] [A%S
@9% A - s
LA
g

Al o 3
b}

(S




™ . PN
QA (
waw N A
- . EL N
Al s >_H (RN &
[ 10 A —H M.H? L AR
Az QU \2 sl
QN > —H | AN / LIAN
A e A
SIS »_H (BN Nl
s
g~ > LPGO ﬁnu 0
T /
ASEHT S il A
ﬁv\; A N\ .PL—
Ay
A N\
Ky
QL WA A b N\ ML
™ > QPN T«u N
i /
\/MWW\\ AN Ol Al
. Lv . Al
.- >=H“ e &
Y Bl Y
. P p. | Q
ol >=H” N o
N\ QNS ?4 N
(I >=“ NN /.\ur
>=“ N\ A
Aawl m._ >=H” AN A,a\l
LPGO > | lig>le o) llg~e o)
ENLR x5

r f=

S=—mp

S = mp

=mp

UPGO lliee'a) UPGO
>LQV S oM oM
.mW\ .E. .=HM\-
AN A AN A L AN
Y
..\MW o Onl
. Y .=HM\.
1 A “ “. AN A LA AN
—_ L XX
tml o
. Y .=HM\.
g >=HM. AN g A N eN g
S S 8
o o
. Y .=H”\¢
n_mJ >=HM. R e 11 B
o [N ES N
o | T o R
N
> LN f
..W-\q_
. e ™~
EY
-alel
“ALLe] o Ont
N
>=HB [ AN AN
A - m
ol B >=ﬂf.g (RTINS
| - [ >
N /
ﬁm__ A 0 ﬁ__ >
it Y : all s
N
JARRIS >= all &
( \ ( h
QPN [« QPN
NN BN

mp

3

—

Tempo 11

S
. I
A e A (Y,
R
N A L JL AN A L1
=i T i
.=HM‘. __ ”
A L JL
o N A [y
tml o~
. i) .
>=HM&M. [N >=HMLV b
LPID leN(es
ap'ap ey

RSN




#Ai. nﬁi. o
Ve il AL
A o~ >._H
P llgste ) ﬁnunxuv >
o 8 >f
' i)
>—H LN >—H\uxvv
’ N
>=H LA >—H\Jxvv
il .—H\u.
A s AR S n_mJ
b 3 b m. w(ui. >
XL >f
&3
= LN N
o /_| /_l\ mmvﬂ.
=) LA el &
S (i il
= Y G
@ N il AN ek
.n A5
AE.T
Aﬁ.f\
itii
el ||&
I, 7 >
A.of
K
M“ Je

& o
S
et

~N o @ %

 ——]
> 4
e

P —— )

Y o o
> 4
e

Aol

o
E 4

L2 AN

L
oo |
L8 4

= 3 E

o

mp<f

S=mf

S=—mf

mp

[N N QN
‘e A v |
>=Hﬂva/ (} >ﬁr AN

Npl rql
e .
>=Hﬂst L—M— LANN

Ul rul
N, L] .
>=Hﬂxvv Q n.mJ >ﬁr LA

LN \

lgNe o) \ 1P > LPIO

ol WW\L\ ﬁ Cnl
LE-UIR il s

Onl oH
- MR s

Upl Unl
»:Hﬂf?f ) n_mJ A [L N

\
MNT \ n«uqn > [
niing
— iR -] iy
o [ pr .
2 b el N
g i R
5 ( ]
T@ Nt o I\ N
n -
Nl = &
hﬁ
i
Ag.r\\
htt TR
/1 I
o]
Hd
[ YRRN

S
e ®

N4t

b A’




Tempo I

T QPN MONT
" LB
WA —FT- 1 (AN
Onl Unl
LE LILE 1
%A —FT- 1IN
1' Onl Unl
. LI B 1
%A —FT- 1IN
N NN Pl
o) LPIO gle o)
Lpl Opl Unl
LULE LB L
™A —FT- 1IN
Npl Onl Unl
LR LB L
LI —FT- 1L ILEN
N
Opl Onl Unl
L) S —HAT- L
I AN Vel LB LIRSS
PN ' [ewniEsl N
5]
CEEEAN
||
[ XEN >
Sl
oll|| 1
B = =
AL 14
==
[ JRRAEY
||
ol
AN -\\\p_oJ OeiN ... J5.N
e m.
1 s = =i
NN
E = =
223 A H
R v B ==
DG o
1\ o ol [ AN
ey
-a 9]
-4 9] Wl
S
TN Ao - AN
S NS S
e oxn

= b NN
O
1N 2 L RN
2 d4l
o
o o
. \-\- .
NN ol —H\-\-V >=Hﬁ
A 1
1\ m *H '\ >=Hﬁ
0 i 1ebiGe
o
L o4 o
(YEN Y QL
b\ >P_L= AL
Ol Opl
ol Y, Q]
‘N ;_L= Il
o Cnl oM
Y QLA
N o KL: A a
I \phﬂw ol
(-
S ) A QPN i
. & X
9 A m el 1 “wre|
i i Ll
.- AN a8 .=Hqﬁ.
=3 H_—
™A . Aplel A" —wrel
T
NEre il i
- LT B ALY .=HMA.
™A >.LL_ A we|
E == | )
N v v
30 VeNe'ol leNe’s
[T Nl
N oWl R
NA relal >=HM. [y
[T o
N ol .E.
L relh Y
9 [T o
B ol - o
LI relal EH%. )
LN oo . NN
DN el s
NG ot i

molto rit.

2

> .

=

> .

47 A D]

I’

I’

-y

mp

molto rit.

L 13 N -4l
nw%.f \| b N [}
™~ A
™~ 1] \EER
ey D \ DN [y
W
A
~d A
'Y
il i I &
Onl AN m Onl m

o

;‘-‘

o
7
molto rit.

=)
2

Y]

¥y

* Violin II enters in Tempo II while Violin I, Viola, and Cello continue in Tempo I. The latter group repeats measure 55 as needed

(slowing down) until Violin II reaches the fermata in measure 61. After a brief pause, the full quartet resumes Tempo I.
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Discursus V- RECITATIVE
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* The large leaps should be very slightly disconnected (i.e., non-legato), taking time to place, as needed. Tempo II should be
interpreted very flexibly, with much rubato, all the parts nonetheless moving in lockstep. The overall sound should be light,

pure, and mostly unsentimental, notwithstanding subtle warm “swells” on the longer notes.
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Figures within boxes can be played in any order, and repeated any number of times (including more than once in succession).
The cello leads: when it moves to the next measure, the rest of the ensemble follows to the next box. The transition from
measure to measure shouldn't be precisely coordinated. Complete a figure (do not interrupt it) before moving on. The timings
below the cello part are meant only as a guide; generally, the more parts participating, the longer a measure will last.

The violin II part should be precisely metric: do not lose the dotted quarter-note pulse, even through rests. The rests in violin 1
need not always be metric, though the tempo and binary pulse should be fairly consistent, especially when playing a
sixteenth-note figure. The viola part should be the most unpredictable metrically, the only suggestion of pulse being when the
double sixteenth-note figure is repeated. (The sixteenths themselves should all be articulated at the same tempo.)

In the last measure, stop playing in the order indicated: viola, violin I, violin II, cello.
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