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o RING QUARTET NO. 4
STRANGE MACHINES

Program Note:

Strange Machines imagines three quirky musical automata. In Alberti Machine we encounter a
steam-punk music box, its buttons, levers and dials adjusting a familiar accompanimental pattern
until the machine breaks. Bach meets Rube in Goldberg Machine, a contraption that careens
between variations in a musical chain reaction. Mannheim Machine is a cliché-bot, an unhinged
device that furiously spits out distorted musical tropes from the dawn of the symphony.

Duration: 12'

1. Alberti Machine 4
2. Goldberg Machine 4
3. Mannheim Machine 4



for the Balourdet Quartet, with support from Chamber Music America’s Classical Commissioning Program

o RING QUARTET NOD. 4

STRANGE MACHINES
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1. ALBERTI MACHINE
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always on 2 strings
when possible
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* Each duo accelerates slightly, passing the tempo on to the next duo. The glissandi in m. 101 are as fast and frenetic as possible. The exact
number of notes and specific pitches need not be followed, though each duo should enter together and end at roughly the same time.
** Emerge from (and begin before the completion of) the violin glissandi. Repeat the figure several times before going on to m. 103.
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J=112 grand and imposing

2. GOLDBERG MAGHINE

Capricious*; tempo and mood are volatile, constantly changeable
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* A pronounced and preciptious slow down, as though the machine has been unplugged and is winding down, losing all energy. Measure 160
may continue slowing/repeating, ad lib. The music is abruptly cut off by the Vc. scratch tone, which acts a “switch,” turning the machine back on.
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* Glissandi are coordinated to arrive at the designated pitch on/in time with VIn. I. They begin slurred, transitioning to measured tremolo (Vln. II,
Vla to #4328, Vc. to #4) roughly halfway through, eventually catching Vin. I. The transition need not be coordinated, but should “lock in” at m. 164.
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