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PROGRAM NOTE:

Orange Torches Against the Rain is a song cycle on poems by American poet Amy Lowell (1874-1925),
its verses drawn largely from her 1919 collection Pictures of the Floating World. The eleven short poems in the
cycle are united by their naturalistic imagery and by their shared references to flowers and rain. Lowell was
a major figure in the so-called “imagist” movement, an early 20th century Anglo-American school of poetry
that rejected the prolix sentiment and metrical forms of Romantic poetry, in favor of free verse written in a
crisp, economical, yet highly descriptive style.

Lowell’s poems are compact, focused and direct—she believed “concentration is of the very essence of
poetry”’—and often feature a single striking image. The settings in Orange Torches aim to complement the
concise and elegant character of Lowell’s originals, to capture what Ezra Pound, another imagist, called “an
intellectual and emotional complex in an instant of time.” Lowell employs what she termed “polyphonic
prose” in her poems, a technique that replaces regular metric structure with an idiosyncratic formal design
created by alliteration, assonance and occasional rhyme.

Lowell’s scholarly work include adaptations of ancient Chinese poetry, an interest that is often reflected
in her own poems, which frequently echo Asian poetry in their atmosphere, subject matter and form. (Her
work includes some of the earliest English-language examples of Japanese tanka and haiku—for an example,
see song no. 2.) Amy Lowell was awarded the Pulitzer Prize posthumously in 1926. to compose in sequence
of the musical phrase”
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ORANGE TORCHES AGAINST THE RAIN
songs of flowers and rain on poems by Amy Lowell

1. PRAYER FOR A PROFUSION OF SUNFLOWERS

Send sunflowers!

With my turkey-bone whistle

I am calling the birds

To sing upon the sunflowers.

For when the clouds hear them singing
They will come quickly,

And rain will fall upon our fields.

Send sunflowers!

2. TANKA

Roses and larkspur

And slender serried lilies;

I wonder whether

These are worth your attention.
Consider it, and if not—

3. VERNAL EQUINOX

The scent of hyacinths, like a pale mist, lies between me and my book;
And the South Wind, washing through the room,

Makes the candles quiver.

My nerves sting at a spatter of rain on the shutter,

And I am uneasy with the thrusting of green shoots

Outside, in the night.

Why are you not here to overpower me with your tense and urgent love?

4. THE PEDDLER OF FLOWERS

I came from the country
With flowers,

Larkspur and roses,
Fretted lilies

In their leaves,

And long, cool lavender.
I carried them

From house to house,
And cried them

Down hot streets.

The sun fell

Upon my flowers,

And the dust of the streets
Blew over my basket.

5. FRoMm A WINDOW

Your footfalls on the drum bridge beside my house
Are like the pattering drops of a passing shower,
So soon are they gone.



6. GROTESQUE

Why do the lilies goggle their tongues at me
When I pluck them;

And writhe, and twist,

And strangle themselves against my fingers,
So that I can hardly weave the garland

For your hair?

Why do they shriek your name

And spit at me

When I would cluster them?

Must I kill them

To make them lie still,

And send you a wreath of lolling corpses
To turn putrid and soft

On your forehead

While you dance?

7. A SHOWER

That sputter of rain, flipping the hedge-rows
And making the highways hiss,

How I love it!

And the touch of you upon my arm

As you press against me that my umbrella
May cover you.

Tinkle of drops on stretched silk.
We murmur though green branches.

8. PASSING THE BAMBOO FENCE

What fell upon my open umbrella—
A plum-blossom?

9. THE Two RaINs

Spring Rain

Tinkling of ankle bracelets.

Dull striking

Of jade and sardonyx

From whirling ends of jointed circlets.

Summer Rain

Clashing of bronze bucklers,
Screaming of horses.

Red plumes of head-trappings
Flashing above spears.

10. SUNSHINE

The pool is edged with the blade-like leaves of irises.
If I throw a stone into the placid water,

It suddenly stiffens

Into rings and rings

Of sharp gold wire.



11. SUMMER RAIN

All night our room was outer-walled with rain.

Drops fell and flattened on the tin roof,

And rang like little disks of metal.

Ping! Ping! and there was not a pin-point of silence between them.

The rain rattled and clashed,
And the slats of the shutters danced and glittered.
But to me the darkness was red-gold and crocus-colored

With your brightness,

And the words you whispered to me

Sprang up and flamed—orange torches against the rain.
Torches against the wall of cool, silver rain!

Amy LOWELL

SOURCES:

Prayer for a Profusion of Sunflowers from Songs of the Pueblo Indians (uncollected poems); Tanka from Ballads for
Sale (1927);Vernal Equinox, The Peddler of Flowers, From a Window, Grotesque, A Shower, Passing the Bamboo Fence,
The Two Rains, Sunshine and Summer Rain from Pictures of the Floating World (1919).






Orange Torches Against the Rain

Text: Amy Lowell Music: Karim Al-Zand
(1875-1925) (2012)
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Text: Amy Lowell 2 ‘ Tanka Music: Karim Al-Zand
(1875-1925) (2011)
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4. The Peddler of Flowers

Text: Amy Lowell
(1875-1925)

Music: Karim Al-Zand
(2012)
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Text: Amy Lowell

5. From a window

Music: Karim Al-Zand

(1875-1925) (2011)
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Text: Amy Lowell

7. A Shower

Music: Karim Al-Zand

(1875-1925) (2011)
Quickly; liquid, effervescent /=116
0 DA \ .
GV“ 7 i .7 W] Il T T : i
D) 14 ——— T
That sput-ter of rain,
e £ e e £
sparklin, — —
o rerting " batR £ = he P2 £ = be £ £
I](l T T T 4 < b < % T T % T T
[ fanY T 1
SV
D)
pP mp b
0o — o — — o - —
.1 [
[ £an
o
liberal use of Red.
o) I |
— ¥ —= o ﬁﬁm
ANIY4 | T T € i L T4 T T M ]
o 7 e 14 _.13_.{
(f)-lip-ping the hedge-rows and mak-ing the
o
.= | ] T #
T - = rarmie e —
[ £an T r T Ll Py + 9} W
ANIV4 T =1 g | | PR " T
D g poco cresc. , il e !
0 %‘ %—'
T
T T
. ==r =
D) = — ﬁ"ﬂ I I?i e #Ilyjll‘:‘I: -
— 3 /7/ =
@ cresc. f Jjoyous
0 te— ~o e he
o — j - f — f - !
17 T I I | T I 1
VT I I ]
!) T
high -  ways__ hiss, (ss) how I
@)
Q - — - A‘ N —5 —
& ° = === " . : &
D) ‘ g‘ - © o
cresc. héh
0 o | N
)” A v a
.1 - 3 b ¥ 2 (7]
[ an r I
ANIV.4 ——
Y R
/
8vb_ S
a tempo P
Aous o ) ——3—— 3 —a— 0T
\J #1= o — o N T T T N T N T Il T ]
W . T = = r 2 I - - | 2 7] T T Il | O] T & 1
H— — —H s —— —
d T T [ 4 - bl
. (until sound :
love  it!___ dies down) And the touch of you up-on my arm
o (tremolo) o)
!M: O° 1 — 1 — 1 — — —
2 o— a—=2 a—=2 r © S ©
Q& —_— I— f J\
=8 . —3— 3 9 b —3—— ) J\A —3— 3 7 &~
7 —o S S : . S—— R — & e
= o o o & =~ '
(8%)— - » 2

— 15—




mp

—3—

—3——

—3— —3—

o = —
. O ~d|TITH
7
4 had
N E il
: i
g 9 ~
| 7 |
= -~
H =
J o ~d TR
7
il
-
| hcv ¢
I (
A o 9
1| & -
S
N, O [T
N « “ LHIH
» P ui.
8 L] GH
(=¥
=
M S
8
1 0] NS
(KN
L Pk
,—1—1—1A o~
| e~
dlifii
| [
_%Id L
[
N o NG
———

D

er you

cov

may

—3— —3—

hypnotic

va
(@)

8

-‘.F\

gliss

b &
@

I

bo

N

rp

T

I

%-—}

Una Corda—

oG

Wet

silk.

on stretched

drops

-le of

Tink

fading away

<

mur-mur through green




(as long as possible)

niente

— 17—



Text: Amy Lowell

8. Passing the Bamboo Fence

Music: Karim Al-Zand

(1875-1925) (2011)
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9- The TWO Ralns Music: Karim Al-Zand

Text: Amy Lowell
(1875-1925)

(2011)
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10. Sunshine

Text: Amy Lowell

Music: Karim Al-Zand

(1875-1925) (2011)
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